
	  

	  

-Minutes of the Annual meeting of Sywell Parish council on 
May 18th 2017 
 
Present: - Cllrs J Amos, J Shenfield, E Brown, P Bletsoe-Brown, N Muttock, J 
Morton 
Borough Councillor Clive Hallam 
F Young ( Clerk) 
 
191.2017 Election of Chairman for the year 2017-2018 
Cllr Bletsoe-Brown proposed that Cllr Amos is elected as Chairman, Cllr 
Muttock seconded the proposal and it was unanimously Resolved that Cllr 
Amos is elected as Chairman for the coming 12 months. 
 
192.2017 Signing of the Acceptance of Office form 
Cllr Amos signed the form. 
 
193.2017 Election of Vice Chairman 
Cllr Muttock proposed that Cllr Coles was elected as Vice-Chair, Cllr Bletsoe-
Brown seconded the proposal and it was unanimously Resolved. 
 
194.2017 Apologies 
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Coles. 
 
195.2017 Declarations of interest for items on the agenda 
None received 
 
196.2017 Resolution to consider any written requests for dispensations 
for agenda items – (dispensations to be requested in writing to the Clerk 
a minimum of 24 hours before the meeting)  
None received. 
 
197.2017 Public Forum 
Members of the public and press may address the council at the discretion of 
the Chairman 
Mr Jim Elliott voiced concerns about the amount of dogs that are being 
exercised in the play park. There is a Dog Control Order in force which should 
prevent dogs from being walked in the park. Despite there being many signs a 
lot of people are ignoring them. 
There is also concern about the amount of activity in the park after dark and 
also cars being parked on the lane. 
 
197.2017 Resolution to Approve and Sign Section 1 of the Annual 
Governance Statement 
 
It was Resolved to approve and sign Section 1 of the Annual Governance 
Statement. 
 
198.2017 Resolution to Approve and Sign Section 2 of the Annual 
Governance Statement 



	  

	  

It was Resolved to sign and approve Section 2 of the Annual Return. 
 
199.2017 Resolution to agree members responsibilities e.g 
Playing field, village hall. 
It was Resolved that Cllr Muttock would continue as PC liaison to the Village 
Hall Committee. It was Resolved that Cllr Brown would continue in her work 
with Elliot Park. 
 
200.2017 Resolution to appoint an Internal Controls Councillor 
It was Resolved that Cllr Shenfield would continue as Internal Controls 
Councillor and would carry out periodic checks on the accounts. 
 
201.2017 Resolution to approve and adopt the Financial Management 
Risk Assessment Policy.  
The Financial Risk Assessment Policy was circulated prior to the meeting, it 
was Resolved to accept and sign the document. 
 
202.2017 Resolution to approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 
March 21st and April 24th 2017 
The minutes from the additional meeting on March 8th had not been approved 
at the earlier meeting and so it was Resolved to approve them as well as the 
minutes for March 21st and April 24th.  
 
203.2017 Matters arising from previous meetings (no decisions made, 
for information only) 
There were no matters arising that were not on the agenda. 
 
204.2017 Planning 
204.2017/1 New Applications if any 
None received, however, there has been a lot of talk in the village about a 
proposal to build some retirement flats in the village.  There is no application 
for this as yet. 
 
204.2017/2 Completions 
None received. 
 
205.2017 Finance 
205.2017/1 Receipts 
The first payment of the precept has been received and was £14,100. 
 
205.2017/2 Resolution to pay the payments presented at the meeting. 
The following payments were presented, approved and cheques were signed. 
 
Details Amount Cheque Number 
Park Landscapes 472.96 850 
Eon lighting 830.71 851 
F Young salary April 322.18 852 
HMRC paye 80.40 853 
SSE church lights 120.02 854 
Ncalc subs and audit 594.91 855 



	  

	  

F Young salary May 321.98 856 
HMRC Paye 80.60 857 
 
205.2017/3 Balance of Accounts as at 30th April 2017 
Yorkshire bank £19332.65 
Nationwide account £5562.95 
 
205.2017/4 Bank reconciliation as 30 April 2017 
Opening balance £10979.18 plus receipts £14100 less payments £1826.27 = 
£23252.91 
Yorkshire bank account balance £19332.65 plus Nationwide account balance 
£5562.95 less uncashed cheques £1642.69 = £23252.91 
 
206.2017 Staffing  
206.2017/1 Report on the process of recruiting a new parish clerk 
The Chairman reported that there had been 6 applications for the vacancy, 2 
from experienced parish clerks and 4 from applicants currently working 
outside the industry. 
The two applicants currently working as Clerks both had a lot of experience 
however, one was CiLCA qualified and lived locally and one was not and lived 
on the border of the county. It was unanimously agreed that the more local 
and qualified of the two applicants would be interviewed as soon as possible. 
It had been previously Resolved that Cllr Amos, Cllr Muttock and Cllr Bletsoe-
Brown would conduct the interview.  
 
206.2017/2 Resolution to approve payments to the existing Clerk for any 
handover duties past May 31st 2017. 
It was Resolved that the Clerk would continue to be paid at the current rate  
for any hours accumulated during the handover period.  
 
207.2017 Website – update from Cllr Morton 
Cllr Morton reported that he had been looking into the services provided by 
2Commune, a company that designs and manages many local council 
websites including Moulton and Ncalc.  The approx. cost of setting up a new 
fully integrated website for Sywell is £1200.00 but this could be covered by an 
application for a grant from the Transparency Fund. 
It was agreed that the council would investigate this option further once the 
new Clerk was in place.  The Clerk mentioned that the auditor had 
commented on how difficult he found the website to use last year. 
 
208.2017 Village hall 
208.2017 /1 Resolution to approve the quotes received to repair the hall 
roof 
The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Muttock attended the village hall 
meeting. The hall committee had received 3 quotes to fix the roof, the costs 
ranged greatly in price. 
It was Resolved that as the PC are responsible for the fabric of the building, 
the invoice for the roof should be made out to the parish council.  
The parish council would pay the invoice in full and then receive a donation 
from the village hall committee.  



	  

	  

208.2017/2 Resolution to agree the donation towards repairing the 
village hall car park 
The Chairman reported that it had cost £535 to resurface the village hall car 
park in gravel. Cllr Bletsoe-Brown poposed that the council agree to pay 50% 
of the invoice, Cllr Brown seconded the proposal and it was unanimously 
agreed.  It was agreed that payment would be made at the July meeting. 
 
208.2017/3  Any additional matters 
It was Resolved that the new community defibrillator should be sited in a 
prominent position for ease of location in an emergency. It was agreed that it 
would be sited under the canopy at the front of the village hall.  
 
209.2017 Playing field – any matters to report 
It was reported that many dogs are being walked in the park despite the dog 
control orders. It was agreed that an article highlighting this issue would be 
published in the newsletter.  Parked cars are also an issue in the lane but 
unfortunately this is outside the parish councils control. 
 
210.2017 Streetlighting 
210.2017/1 To report progress with repairs 
The Clerk reported very little progress on the streetlight repairs. It was agreed 
that this issue would be best resolved once the new clerk was in place. 
It had been previously resolved that a light outside 46 Ecton Lane would be 
repaired, this has now been chased. 
 
211.2017 Highways  
Cllr Shenfield reported that the pumping station on Ecton Lane had 
overflowed onto the road and drivers were driving through sewage. Cllr 
Shenfield had reported the issue to Anglian Water and it was apparently due 
to a fault with a pump. Cllr Hallam was asked if he could highlight the issue 
and see if anything could be done to prevent it happening again. 
 
 
212.2017 Urgent matters for report only  
Cllr Hallam from WBC gave a brief report to the council. The parish has a new 
County Councillor, Rob Gough who will be invited to the next pc meeting. 
There is currently some funding available which the PC may like to 
investigate. There has been some restructuring at WBC following a decrease 
in staffing posts from 350 to 128. The council are encouraged to use the 
services provided by Wellingborough North. 
The flight numbers from Sywell Aerodrome are well within prescribed limits. 
WBC would like to see more community liaison between Sywell Aerodrome 
and neighboring parish councils. There was no further information on the 
development at the Minton Site. 
 
213.2017 Next meeting date  
July 20th 2017 
 
 
 


